EAST NEIGHBORHOOD
TRAFFIC
Study Results
August 5, 2009

Summary




Staff mailed a notice and survey to each of the 114
addresses in the East neighborhood on July 16, 2009 with
a deadline for submission of surveys of August 3, 2009.
As of August 5, 2009:


65 surveys had been completed and returned



Ten (10) surveys were rejected by the post office and returned



39 surveys were not returned



Additional comments were also requested.



The results of the returned surveys are as follows:

Question 1 - Cut Through Reduced?
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Question 2 - Speeding Reduced?
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Question 3 - Support Permanent Closure?
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Question 3 – Results by street
Do you support a permanent closure of the Arlington Circle/Lake Street intersection?
Arlington Circle
Central Avenue S
Circle A Drive
Circle E Drive
Huntington Ave.
Lake Street East
Wise Avenue
Bushaway Road
Hampton Street
LaSalle Street
Lacher Street
Reno Street

Yes (0)
Yes (9)
Yes (3)
Yes (3)
Yes (4)
Yes (5)
Yes (4)
Yes (0)
Yes (2)
Yes (5)
Yes (0)
Yes (1)

No (1)
No (4)
No (2)
No (2)
No (1)
No (0)
No (0)
No (0)
No (3)
No (5)
No (0)
No (2)

No Opinion/Unsure (0)
No Opinion/Unsure (1)
No Opinion/Unsure (0)
No Opinion/Unsure (1)
No Opinion/Unsure (1)
No Opinion/Unsure (0)
No Opinion/Unsure (0)
No Opinion/Unsure (0)
No Opinion/Unsure (1)
No Opinion/Unsure (2)
No Opinion/Unsure (0)
No Opinion/Unsure (0)

Not Returned (0)
Not Returned (14)
Not Returned (3)
Not Returned (3)
Not Returned (5)
Not Returned (2)
Not Returned (2)
Not Returned (4)
Not Returned (1)
Not Returned (11)
Not Returned (1)
Not Returned (5)

Data Collection


Data collection began the week of July 20, 2009, two week into the closure.
This was done to allow area motorists to adjust their travel patterns due to the
roadway closure. SRF completed weekly observations to confirm that travel
patterns had normalized before beginning data collection.

Data collected included:
 Turning movement counts at the intersections along Wayzata Boulevard at
Superior Boulevard and Central Avenue (completed Wednesday, July 22, 2009).


Daily directional vehicular counts, including speed data, where possible, along
key roadways within the East Neighborhood.

Traffic Counts


The daily volumes on nearly all of the neighborhood streets were lower than
before the roadway closure with the exception of Circle A Drive. The percent
change in daily volumes at each of the surveyed locations are as follows:






Arlington Circle – 75 percent reduction
E Circle Drive – 60 percent reduction
Central Avenue – 40 percent reduction
LaSalle Street – No significant change
Circle A Drive – 15 percent increase

Traffic Counts


Key differences between the ADTs include:
 The increase in the northbound daily volume on Circle A Drive can be
attributed to being the only access to/from the west for neighborhood
residents.




The decrease in the daily volume on Central Avenue, E Circle Drive, and
Arlington Circle can be attributed to eliminating the cut-through traffic
through the neighborhood.
The overall daily volume does not significantly change along Lasalle Street.
However, there is a slight pattern shift in the directional volumes. There was
a decrease in westbound vehicles (likely cut-through motorists) and an
increase in eastbound vehicles (neighborhood residents using Lasalle Street
instead of McGinty Road).

Speed Data




Speed data was collected at three neighborhood locations to determine if speed
was a significant issue within the neighborhood. Results of the speed data,
include average speed, maximum speed, and overall percentage of motorists
traveling under the speed limit.
 LaSalle Street
Average speed – 22 miles per hour
Maximum speed – 45 miles per hour
95 percent of motorists are traveling 30 miles per hour or less
 Circle A Drive
Average speed – 21 miles per hour
Maximum speed – 39 miles per hour
98 percent of motorists are traveling 30 miles per hour or less
 E Circle Drive
Average speed – 21 miles per hour
Maximum speed – 36 miles per hour
99 percent of motorists are traveling 30 miles per hour or less
Results of the speed study indicate that there is not a significant speeding
problem within the neighborhood.

Intersection Analysis


Key findings from the turning movement counts include:






Traffic volumes at the intersection of Wayzata Boulevard and Central
Avenue were significantly lower after the roadway closure for turn
movements specifically entering or exiting the neighborhood. Most turn
movements experienced a reduction of 50 percent or more.
Although there are a few turn movements that increase during the peak
hours due to the roadway closure, the volume increase is minimal.
Results of the operations analysis indicate that the roadway closure has not
negatively impacted the overall operations and capacity of the key
intersections. It should be noted that overall intersection volumes have also
slightly decreased from 2008.

Questions?

